	Sacred Heart and Saint Alban
Parish Priest :
Canon Christopher Cunningham
Deacon :
Rev Terry Dolan: 01925 492857
Prison Chaplain :
Fr James Fasakin C.S.Sp
	
Tel: 01925 630928 (Parish Office)
Office hours: Monday-Friday (8.30am-1.00pm)
Email : stalbanspriory@rcaol.org.uk
Website : www.sacredheartandstalban.org
Facebook :
Parish of Sacred Heart and St Alban Warrington

	Saint Joseph
Parish Priest :
Fr Raymond Anyanwu C.S.Sp

Deacon :
Rev John McClure (Retired)
	Tel: 01925 722105
Office hours : Monday-Friday (9.00am-12 noon)
Alternative Tel : 01925 631086
Email: stjoseph.warrington@rcaol.org.uk
Website : stjosephpenketh.co.uk
Facebook :
Archdiocese of Liverpool – St. Joseph’s Penketh

	Saint Paul of the Cross
Parish Priest :
Fr John Schofield
	Tel : 01925 226184 (Parish Office)
Office hours: Monday-Friday ( 9.30am-2.00pm)
Email : stpaulofthe cross@rcaol.org.uk
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Newsletter for week commencing 
23 August 2026 

Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A







Please ensure that your mobile phone is switched off whilst you are in Church.  Thank you.

POPE LEO XIV Reflection 

Mother Mary was with Jesus from the beginning of his earthly journey until the bitter end. She was there when he entered the world in Bethlehem, there when his little hands were placed in a manger, there when he took his first steps, there when he grew in wisdom and obedience, and there when the road of his mission became painful and lonely. She stood beneath the Cross when almost everyone else had disappeared, watching the Son she loved suffer, bleed and surrender his life. That is not a small detail of our faith; it is a profound picture of maternal fidelity. Mary does not abandon her children when the road becomes difficult. She does not love only when life is beautiful, prayers are answered and everything makes sense. She remained when the situation looked hopeless. She remained when the future appeared shattered. She remained when the Cross seemed to be the final chapter. And that is why you must never conclude that your difficult season means your story will end badly. If you have placed yourself under Mary's maternal care, keep walking. The chapter may be painful, but it is not necessarily the conclusion. The Cross was not the end of Jesus; resurrection was. Your tears are not the final word. Your disappointment is not the final word. Your delay is not the final word. Your present struggle is not the final verdict on your future. The God who carried Christ through Calvary is still capable of carrying you through yours, and the Mother who stood faithfully at the foot of the Cross still teaches her children how to remain faithful when life becomes unbearable.

So when you wake up and cannot see how everything will work out, do not surrender to fear; place your hand in Mary's and keep moving toward Christ. When doors close, pray. When people disappoint you, pray. When plans collapse, pray. When your strength becomes small, pray. When you cannot understand what God is doing, pray anyway. Mary did not understand every mystery immediately, but she kept saying yes; and sometimes holiness is simply having enough courage to say yes to God one more time. Do not allow one bad season to convince you that you have a bad destiny. Do not mistake a difficult chapter for a destroyed book. Mary was with him until the end, and she will teach you to remain with him until your own victory comes. She cannot replace Christ, because Christ is the source of every grace, but she can lead you relentlessly toward him, especially when your heart is tired and your faith is trembling. Therefore, rise again, wipe your tears, and  return to prayer. Go back to the Eucharist and kneel in his presence with your Rosary. Go to confession, keep doing what is right even when nobody applauds you. Keep trusting God even when you cannot trace his hand. Your story is still being written. Calvary may be part of it, but Calvary was never the destination. With Jesus before you, grace beneath you, and Mary praying with you, do not be afraid of how the story looks in the middle. God is still writing the ending, and in God, the ending can be far more glorious than the chapter you are currently living.


This Thursday, as we celebrate the feast of         St Monica, the patron saint of mothers, let us pray for mothers everywhere, that they may be supported by those around them and manifest the love of God to their children.
Safeguarding 
If you are concerned about the safety of a child or vulnerable adult and feel they are in immediate danger, please call the police. If you wish to report any non-urgent concerns, please contact your local social services or our safeguarding team direct at
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or Mark Robson 
0151 522 1013/07585761965

Claire Newton
0151 522 1043/07384643237

Email safeguarding@rcaol.org.uk

Parish of Sacred Heart & Saint Alban Safer Recruitment and DBS Representatives (formerly Parish Safeguarding Reps)
Irene Crowder, Margaret McGrath and Paul Towey



Prayer 
God our heavenly Father, we seek guidance from the Holy Spirit, as we move forward in proclaiming the mission you have given us to do in bringing Jesus to the people 
who need Him.  
Give us the courage to work together in making difficult decisions and grant us perseverance to endure the challenges that lie before us. 
May we continually focus on Jesus, nurture our bond with Him daily and pray for the strength to complete what we have to do with unwavering dedication. 
All these we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen


Mass Intentions for week commencing 23  August 2026 

Sacred Heart
Saint Alban
Saint Joseph
Saint Paul of the Cross
Sunday
23 August
11.00 am 
Richard Smith (RoS)
(Anniversary)
9.30 am 
People of the Parish 
8.30 am – Edie, Brian and Martin Watson 
4.00 pm
Alvin (Birthday)
10.00 am
Monday 
24 August


9.30 am 
Sheila Andrews (90th Birthday Remembrance)

Tuesday 
25 August
2.30 pm 
Requiem Mass 
Ramil Gorrieza
9.30 am
Mary Taylor(RoS)


9.00 am 
Wednesday
26 August

6.00 pm
Syro Malabar Mass 
 

6.00 pm
Joseph Hooper (RoS)
9.00 am 
Thursday
27 August

9.30 am 
Special Intention


9.00 am 
Friday 
28 August
12 noon
Deanery Mass at St Peter’s Church Woolston
 9.30 am
Peter Ryan

Saturday
29 August
5.15 pm
John Blomley (sick)


6.00 pm 
Sunday
30 August
11.00 am 
Danuta Herman (RoS)

9.30 am 
People of the Parish

8.30 am 
Kath & Tom Coyne
4.00 pm
Harry Boyle (RoS)
10.00 am

Confession 
Saturday 
from 4.30 pm 
Saturday 
from 9.30 am 
Wednesday 
5.15 pm-5.45 pm
Saturday
5.15-5.45 pm
Adoration 
[Exposition]

After Mass on Tuesday 
None during August 

· Holy Eucharist - Please note that whilst we can receive the Holy Eucharist under both kinds, intinction (dipping the Body of Christ into the Chalice of His blood) IS NOT PERMITTED. 
· The acronym RoS stands for Repose of the Soul.  























Sanctuary Lamps
The Sanctuary Lamps will burn this week for  the following intentions : 

St Alban 
For those who died in tragedy recently 

Sacred Heart
Sick in our hospitals 

St Joseph 
Leo Taylor(RoS)

St Joseph’s Marian Candle
Derek & Mary Higham – Wedding Anniversary
FUNERALS 


Week commencing 24 August 

Requiem Mass for Ramil Gorrieza on Tuesday, 25 August at 2.30 pm at Sacred Heart.  
Funeral Service at Walton Lea Crematorium on Friday, 28 August at 11am for Daphne Houghton 

Week commencing 7 September

Funeral Service for Harry Jackson on Monday,  7 September at 11.00 am at Sacred Heart  
Requiem Mass for Jeanne Miller on Tuesday 8th September at 11.45am at St Joseph’s

May they rest in peace.  

Macmillan Coffee Mornings 
· St Joseph’s - Friday, 25 September (10:00am until all the cakes are gone).  

· Sacred Heart & St Alban – 23 October (from 10.00 am). Contact Sue (07939518963).  





St Joseph's Pantomime Group 
 PANTO '27
It's that time again.  Our "Sign-up" event is on Thursday, 3 September at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.
We are looking for old hands to return; new faces on stage, backstage, building the stage, costume creators and makers, prompt, musicians, general helpers. 
So, if you are in school year 7 and above (no upper age limit), experienced or not, just interested, please come along. We are always looking for new people to join us!  If you are Under 16, please bring along a responsible adult for this signing up session – they might want to join as well!





Please remember in your prayers the following who have died recently : Harry Jackson, Fr Joe Kendal,
Ian Sherburn, Jeanne Miller
and Daphne Houghton

May they rest in peace.

We would like to give a special thanks to Ade Cunliffe who has cleaned all our footpaths and paving at St Joseph’s. It looks marvellous.
Geraldine & Harry Dinnie would like to thank Father Raymond, friends and family for their prayers, mass cards & support at the loss of their son Craig. 





The Pilgrimage Mass to the Holy Hand of St Edmund Arrowsmith - Sunday, 30 August at 3.00 pm - The Principal Celebrant will be Fr John Hogan of the Diocese of Meath, Ireland. He is the author of the most recent CTS booklet on the life of
 St Edmund Arrowsmith.  


Pilgrimage Mass in Honour of Blessed Dominic Barberi :  Monday, 31 August 12:00pm  St Anne & Blessed Dominic Church, Sutton, St Helens WA9 3ZD.   Bishop Tom Neylon will celebrate this annual Pilgrimage Mass in honour of Blessed Dominic Barberi. 


The next St Joseph’s Church clean is on Thursday 27th August at 9am. Help is always appreciated.



St Joseph’s Bonus Ball  - 19/8/26 
No 9   Winner :  Tony Carter
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